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With your generosity, 2015 was a 
milestone year for Toronto Public Library. 
Many of us think that the library is fully supported by municipal taxes – it 

isn’t. That’s why your support is so important. Donors create life-changing 

programs, services, spaces and collections that wouldn’t be possible with 

government funding alone. Thank you!

Promoting early literacy… 
In hospital waiting rooms

In January 2015, Toronto Public Library (TPL) 

launched the Reach Out and Read program in 

partnership with St. Michael’s Hospital. Designed 

to improve childhood literacy - a skill that equips 

children to succeed in school and empowers 

them for future success - Reach Out and Read 

stocks hospital waiting rooms with books, enables 

physicians and nurse practitioners to talk to 

parents about the importance of reading aloud, 

and gives each child a reading kit. 

Donors funded the Let’s Get Ready for Reading 
Guides which were included in reading kits given 

to 4,000 children.

Empowering 
entrepreneurs, improving 
Canada’s economy

Did you know that over 1.5 million people are 

employed by businesses with less than 100 staff? 

To provide entrepreneurs with skills they need to 

start and run a business, TPL offers an eight-week 

business course. 

With donor funding, Business Inc. was offered at 
six branches in 2015 and over 150 applications 
were received. 95% of participants agreed they 

now have a better understanding of how to 

operate a small business. Since 2011, over 460 

entrepreneurs have completed Business Inc.

“Getting advice from someone who has already 
been through this process provided insight into the 
business start-up process.” – 2014 participant.



Did you know?

76% of Torontonians 
use TPL

32 million 
items borrowed

18 million visits 
to branches

Improving student achievement one subject at a time
Sometimes students need a little extra help to perform their very best in school. 

Whether it’s help researching an assignment, learning to use a laptop or tutoring in a specific subject, TPL 

Youth Hubs provide the extra academic support that some students need. 

Youth Hubs, which expanded to four branches in 2015 with the help of donors, serves students in grades 

7-10, focusing on youth who are new to Canada. In 2015, over 400 youth visited Youth Hubs 1,500 times! 
They had access to academic support, technology and mentors.

Youth Hubs also enriched the life, leadership, employment and social skills of students through 194 

complementary programs, such as Chess Club, Body Image & Self-Esteem Workshops and Monday Night 

Book Club.

These are just a few of the important community programs that have been enhanced by your support.  

Your commitment ensures Toronto Public Library can meet the diverse needs of Torontonians and seize 

innovative opportunities as they arise. You make life-changing programs possible. Thank you.
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