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Your love of the library can reach into the future
You can help the next generation of youngsters learn to read, help students succeed in school,
help newcomers find jobs, help the elderly stay connected and so much more, by including Toronto
Public Library Foundation in your will.
Many of the programs, services
and collections available at the
library today are supported
in part by donations received
through wills.
A charitable gift that is included
in a will is known as a bequest.
A bequest can be included in
anyone’s will - you don’t need
to be rich! If you already have a
will, you can add an addendum,
called a codicil. If your interests
or circumstances change, you can
change your bequest at any time.
If you have a particular
area of interest, you may
designate your bequest to a
specific library priority. For
example, bequests are currently
enhancing childhood literacy
programs, cultural programming,
special collections and financial
skills programs.
You might be thinking, “I’d like
to support the library, but I don’t
know how much money there
will be to pass on to my heirs and
charities.” That’s not a problem.
You can leave a percentage of
your assets to the Foundation and
other charities. Or you can leave
the balance of your assets after
your heirs receive their portion.
Not only will a bequest to TPLF
benefit future library users, it can
also benefit you and your heirs.

Sophie’s Studio creative workshops for young children are made possible by a
bequest from Sophia Lucyk.

• By leaving a future gift, there is
no change to your lifestyle or
spending priorities now.
• A bequest reduces the estate
taxes your heirs might need
to pay.
• You can potentially give more in
a bequest than you could now.
• A bequest allows you to share
your values and interests with
your family and heirs.
People who let us know that they
have included the Toronto Public
Library Foundation in their will
automatically become members

of our Heritage Society. Heritage
Society members can choose to
receive recognition in Foundation
communications, are invited to
Heritage Society events and can
get preferred access to Appel
Salon events.
Visit tplfoundation.ca/estateand-tax-smart-giving for more
information, including suggested
wording for your will. To learn
more about how you can make an
impact, contact Liza Fernandes,
Associate Director, Community
and Legacy Gifts at
lfernandes@torontopubliclibrary.ca
or call 416-397-5924.

In memory of someone dear
A bequest in someone’s memory is a meaningful way to express your love
“Knowing how much the library
meant to our mother, our father
decided to leave a bequest in his
will recognizing her 21 years of
service at Toronto Public Library,”
said Patrick Thoburn, son of
Weldon and Ann Thoburn.
Ann and Weldon Thoburn
were married for 43 years and
raised two sons, Patrick and
Mark. The boys gained a lifelong appreciation for reading
from their mother who always
had books on the go, especially
classic literature. Ann was a
librarian and worked in many

branches and departments
throughout her career. Before
her retirement she was the
Manager of Performing Arts
and Languages at the Toronto
Reference Library.
When Weldon Thoburn died
in 2014, Patrick and Mark met
with the Toronto Public Library
Foundation to discuss the most
meaningful way to allocate their
father’s bequest. “Liza Fernandes
from the Foundation provided
several options for how the
bequest could be directed. We
chose the Great Books Lecture

Series because of Mom’s love of
reading for pleasure.”
The Great Books Lecture Series
is offered during May/June at
library branches throughout
Toronto. Guest speakers discuss
contemporary issues through
themes of classic literary works.
The lectures are particularly
popular with seniors.
“We’re so happy that our father
chose to make a special gift in
honour of our mother. In this way,
others can share their love of
literature as Mom did with us.”

A vision for Toronto’s youth
Helen Weinzweig came to Toronto as a young girl,
isolated in a strange new culture and unable to speak
the language. She found refuge in Toronto Public
Library’s Boys and Girls House, where a librarian
took her under her wing and introduced Helen to
the world of literature. Helen went on to become
the award-winning author of Basic Black with Pearls,
among other works.
As a measure of her gratitude to the library, Helen
established an endowment fund with the Toronto
Public Library Foundation to help the library nurture
this same love of books and libraries in our city’s
youth. Now her son Daniel has included a bequest to
the Helen Weinzweig Endowment Fund in his own
will to further his mother’s vision.

Youth Hub volunteer tutors provide after-school
homework help.

Daniel’s request could support youth-focused
programs such as Youth Hubs. Youth Hubs provide
students in grades 7-10 with homework help in math,
science, English, French, and other subjects. This free
program is open to all, with a focus on newcomers
and vulnerable youth.

Bequest provides access to digital technology
One of the library’s priorities
is to bridge the digital divide.
Families living in poverty may
not have access to the internet
or the chance to hone the
digital skills needed to succeed
in our knowledge-based
world. “Libraries aren’t just

about books anymore,” says
Vickery Bowles, City Librarian.
“Libraries now provide wifi and high-speed internet,
lend laptops and offer all
sorts of programs to enhance
technical skills.” A bequest
from longtime TPL volunteer

Doug Browne will help make
digital technology available to
all. His bequest will fund audio
and visual equipment for the
new green screen Studio Space
at the Digital Innovation Hub at
the Toronto Reference Library.

